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The Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development are the key elements 

of global sustainability. The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris 

Agreement have various levels of interdependence, and also effects on economic growth and 

therefore prosperity. Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) as the operationalization tool 

of the common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities (CBDR-RC) 

principle is one of the building blocks of the Paris Agreement.  

While acknowledging the challenging nature of the compilation and evaluation process of 

NDCs, an approach for exploring the level of NDCs and the CBDR-RC index of the top 60 

emitters that account for 90% of total global GHG emissions provide a window for equity-based 

mitigation effort sharing among all countries. Comparing CBDR and RC indices scores of 

countries with the type of NDC targets is one of the novel methods for assessing climate justice, 

too. In addition to indices scores, qualitative assessment of NDCs and long-term strategies 

(LTS) with selected codes to converge common mitigation policies and actions assist to 

understand whether a common understanding of multilateral climate language is on the right 

track or not. According to CBDR and RC indices and the type of NDC target, almost all 

countries should increase their targets in second or updated NDCs to be aligned with the 1.5 C 

target of the Paris Agreement.  
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